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National Hispanic Heritage Month  

 

Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15 to October 15 by cele-

brating the histories, cultures and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors came from Spain, 

Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central and South America.  The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Herit-

age Week under President Lyndon Johnson and was expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover 

a 30-day period starting on September 15 and ending on October 15. It was enacted into law on August 17, 

1988, on the approval of Public Law 100-402. 

 

The day of September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of the independence for Latin American 

countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile cele-

brate their independence days on September 16 and September 18, respectively. Also, Columbus Day, or Dia 

de la Raza, which is October 12, falls within this 30 day period.    

 

     http://hispanicheritagemonth.gov/about  

A Parade of Cultures was performed by students in  

Mrs. Martinez’s class, Kennedy High School.  



Each year, the Waterbury Public Schools participate in a district-wide celebration  of Hispanic Heritage 

Month, culminating in a special performance and display of select student projects.  Once again this year, 

all schools had the opportunity to participate in the district-wide celebration as well as individual school ac-

tivities.  

Middle and high school students had several options to choose from, including a poster contest and an es-

say or report based on research. Posters had to depict the National Hispanic Heritage Month Theme 

“Hispanic Americans: Embracing, Enriching, and Enabling America.” Essays were to document the life of 

someone of Hispanic descent who has made a positive impact. The reports highlighted various elements of 

one Hispanic country’s culture.  

 

Elementary students had several choices: may write their version of a Hispanic folktale they read during 

their Literacy Block, create a poem in response to something read in accordance with Hispanic Heritage 

Month, or create a report/project about famous Hispanic people or Hispanic countries.  Submissions could 

have been from an individual, a small group or a whole class (such as a big book).  

Chase School students from Mrs. Mantilla’s class danced the Salsa and sang.  

Isaias Ruiz, a Wilby High School senior, brought down the 

house with his rendition of “A Puro Dolor.”    

Poster Contest Winners: 

1st Place— 

 Laisha Gonzalez, Waterbury Career Academy 

2nd Place - 

 Tiaynna Mitchell, Waterbury Career Academy 

3rd Place - 

 Colette Cosgrove, Waterbury Career Academy 



The Crosby High School Choir sang a medley of songs, much to the delight of the audience.  

Crosby High School students danced several numbers.  

Wilby High School dancers perform.  



Students from Rotella Magnet School performed several numbers, both song and dance, and 

presented their cultural art work and a class book, “Our Mexican Fiesta. ” 

Wilby High School students danced several numbers, making 

costume changes throughout the course of the celebration.  

 



During a lull in the performances onstage, the audience was treated to music.  

Chase School students were inspired by the beat to stand up and dance in their 

seats or the aide aisle of the auditorium, to the delight of everyone else in the 

audience.  

The event finished off with a final performance by the Crosby High School Choir— Vivir Mi Vida.  


